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It  Is  a  diaHiict  hoasr  to  "be  inTlt«d  to  have  a  part  in 
this  Cdl^kl^^iioa  of  %^..mtii;^^      of  tim  ^rlh  of  Qa« 
of  tha  ffldst  lOTOd  of  Imraan  l«ad«r«  aad  om  of  tha  greatest 
outttanding  flgtares  of  all  hl»tory. 

It  had  "b4«a  nearly  S5  yeaJP*  ULiysQlft  stat  at  X#9t 

Oat)ln©t  m9etla§  hold  the  aorala^  of  ?rlda|r,  ths  iHth  of  April, 
and  the  Qrejsiag,  of  that  tame  day  bo  tms  carried  from  Ford's 
theatre  to  die  la  an  htuEble  bouee  across  the  atreet. 

Dor  lag  the  jb9.TB  that  have  paseed  eioce  that  tragic  day, 
the  taeiEOiT'  of  Abrahaas  Llacala  has  been  eurrounded  by  rosiaac^, 
a  wealth  of  legend  and  traditioa,  from  ^Mch  there  ie  01fticaX^ 
in  aeparating  the  trae  from  the  romntic,  bnt  from  which  comes  to  me 
a  clear  vision  of  a  tnan  ■whowk  eyety  heart  bfr?  t  was  la  syBijpathy 
for  hie  fellowama. 

Trm  the  beginning  of  that  last  day  tintll  his  brain  wa» 
paralyzed  by  the  bullet  of  an  a^faain.  Lincoln's  thoughts  ^iM -acts 
frere  for  the  freedosx  of  maakiad»  and  his  last  official  act 
in  the  ^xecutira  Office,  before  leaving  the  White  House  on 
that  fatal  evening  was  to  write  a  pardon  for  a  prisoner,  who 
was  to  be  released  on^takini^  the  oath?  the  name  ef  the  President 
being  signed  to  the  pardon.    Sed  Lincoln  known  ih^i  this  would 
be  his  last  official  act,  he  would  have  thought  It  a  fitting 


flBsil  deed,  n<mr  could  he  barn  dona  anytMog  tihat  would  hafB 
1)960.  more  tjirpical  of  hi&  life* 

It  wtLB  2U00  7eara  ago  that  a  Cbiaissa  philosopher,  8p«a]d.Bg 
of  the  politically  gi-eat,  saids  *Ke  who  whsn  called  practice* 
his  principles  for  the  ^ood  of  the  people,  and  when  disappointed 
in  th^.t,  practices  his  pxinolpXos  alens,  he  whom  ri<dui«  and  honors 
cannot  comlg^t,  whOBi  poverty  and  mean  position  cannot  swerre 
fr<MG  principle,  idaom  power  and  force  cannot  maico  hend,  he  is 
worthy  to  he  called  tnaiy  great  and  conragootw. 

Measured  thus,  Lincoln  aay  well  head  the  list  of  the 
lllustzious  la  hlstoxy.    His  life  was  rooted  deep  In  the  soil 
from  f^Mch  come  ths»  nal  ti  tnides  of  hajnanity.  the  corarooa  people 
whom  he  lOTOd  and  senrod,  f  or  i^hOiB  he  fou^t  and  died,  ^ch 
a  filter  often  finds  hiasolf  battling  alone,  and  saany  times 
dsrrlnc  the  Onrll  War  Mncola  felt  the  loneliness  of  hlo  position. 
He  did  not  always  hare  the  hearty  support  of  Congress.  I^ery~ 
thlag  he  did,  his  selection  of  generals,  his  conduct  of  the  war, 
his  attitude  toward  the  states  In  rehsllloa,  all  were  often  criti- 
cized and  condeianed  in  the  Senate  and  House,    fhe  Tery  arts  to- 
orac^  of  official,  Washington  was  slow  to  accept  the  gaunt,  homely 
man  -who  was  to  iBftz9s:  the  he^nnlng  of  a  new  era  In  American  history. 

She  s«|)rsxi»e  test  of  greatness,  of  sincerity,  and  of  ln> 
tegrlty.  Is  in  the  way  a  man  stands  steady  when  he  seems  to  bo 
fighting  aleae.    Lincoln  was  unsioyed  by  erlticlsia  or  condeciaatlon. 


M  t)m         of  a  Confederals  8iil^tr«  I  field  to  se  ib&a  im 

i»  tfee  h«63rt»  :|»f  thft  |>#@pl«  lifts  $9'  «9V«xiM  wi1Jij^8»iai;  jFWWr*. 
ana  Ts^ioB©  aMKT  »wr«ne^ ©Very  patrt«llo  /noHesn. 

inct  to  .honor  Ms  mumift   for  iio  efem  f  j^ftw  t>iO  rc'iStoi  of  tiyow 
laio  ton,  and  not  only  2it«^  eotoom  tim  pfSopU  trm 

A  part  'i»  it. 

I  lo«&:  m^n  my  fH^^»  Br.  JoM  Woiaflr  WVl^  mi.  m  r9»^ 
^m»(l  th»t  I.i®<!flla«s  lOTO  for  %'m  iJoasOtt  peoglo  mo  m%  twr  t3m 
I90mia%,  text  Mtt  wsir^i  iato  m%9  ths^t  will  <i*au»  his  low  to 
tiipo^  all  Ujso»  for  iar,  mil  la  t^hanooUOr  of  UascOlJi  M««k»rl4 
tlBlvoroi^,  mH     T>»  tfeo  ipf«&t»tt  ,»»^      to  U»e^>l3tt  owr 
ooia|^l9MU    tt       iMoa  ^11  cmllol  a  *1iivltt^  mmmrisiX,*  «li0ro 
youtls*  of  Tt  «»^'  *^^®«*  of  70, .flftd  «a  «aaeati<?.a»l  hmi^m  %o 
thorn  from  i^tmgm  %Q  InUll:         aad  Iti  a«c<»q?wilia«at  of 

»r*  mu  w  loU  jron  tl»t  Uacoia'  a  <to  yl«le«  wm  ro- 
aponssiblo  for  tbo  orontioa  of  tha  Uhlr«rftltsjr»  3  )  I         wy  ao 
mro  oWut  tl»t.        Mr%t#looo  mC  noft'  f*r  frf^en  Omh<:yfl*m'\  %», 
'ionaoooo*  wlaioro  tho  tnM.Yortlty  Ir  lonatod,  ngr  p^oiilo  ftro  of  t2» 
«UM  8to4e  At  «3»ftl  from  vdileh  Uaooln  c«»8it,  iiikl  froiB  whleh  eom 


tlim^  mm  hamy  o^qt  Mmi^Lii  vS:im     p^so^  fs^ 
Hf«'t«»  '":|l4e  of    •-■■'?rt"'*lt;7.  '  fhJlf*  tht^to  ^^laiais  isieift 

life. 
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ADDRESS  BY  W.  N.  DOAK 
UNITED  STATES  SECRETARY  OF  LABOR 
AT 

DEDICATION  OF  LINCOLN  FiARRIAGE  TEMPLE 


This  occasion  commemorative  of  things  basically  American,  typifies  in  the 
sharpest  sense  what  may  be  the  individual  realization  of  the  hopes  of  our  people o 
From  the  marriage  solemnized  in  this  cabins  v/hich  in  spiritual  effect  has  become  a 
temple;  came  the  fullfilment  of  the  American  promise  that  out  of  the  humble  things 
of  life  greatness  can  spring.     The  aspirations  of  youth,  the  dreams  of  parenthood 
found  fruition  through  the  child  who  now  belongs  to  the  ages. 

In  days  like  these  through  which  we  are  passing  when  the  great  problems  of 
state  and  life  are  testing  men's  hearts,  it  is  grateful  to  find  a  refuge  to  which  we 
may  turn,  there  to  commune  with  the  souls  of  the  pioneer  age. 

In  coming  to  you  to-day  as  the  representative  of  the  president  of  this  Republic, 
intrusted  with  the  duty  of  conveying  to  this  assemblage  his  sincere  greeting  on 
behalf  of  the  Nation,  I  do  so  with  pride,  yet  in  humility  because  of  my  realization 
of  the  inadequacy  of  any  vifords  of  mine  properly  to  express  the  sacredness  of  my 
mission. 

Here  a  century  and  a  quarter  ago,  a  young  man  and  a  young  woman  pledged  them- 
selves one  to  the  other  and  entered  together  upon  the  family  life,  hopeful  of  the 
future  for  themselves  and  for  their  children,  but  never  probably  daring  so  much  as 
to  dream  that  of  their  union  would  be  born  a  son  whose  name,  next  to  that  of  the 
Father  of  his  Country,  would  be  v/ritten  highest  in  the  scroll  of  the  American  great. 

Yet  is  it  not  remotely  possible  that  the  ruggedly  determined  nature  of  these 
pioneers  of  our  country  brought  to  them  a  hope  that  the  lowly  would  become  the  lofty, 
and  that  faith  like  that  of  the  prophets  of  old  and  Mary  of  a  later  day  caused  them 
to  see  a  vision  which  inspired  them  to  persevere  in  a  life  path  beset  with  brambles? 

Let  this  be  as  it  may,  the  fact  remains  unchanged  and  unchanging  that  from  the 
union  consecrated  here  sprang  the  Emancipator,  the  Statesman,  the  Humanitarian,  the 
Savior  of  our  Country — Abraham  Lincoln*. 

My  own  lot  having  been  cast  with  those  who  suffered  privation,  having  knovm  the 
necessity  of  self-sacrifice,  and  not  always  knov/ing  what  the  morrow  might  hold,  the 
appreciation  of  the  family  struggle  begun  here  is  by  me  all  the  more  keenly  realized. 
But,  nevertheless,  I  think  that  all  of  us  know  that  strength  which  overcomes  diffi- 
culties is  the  real  strength,  and  that  troubles  make  sweeter  the  success  wJiich  over- 
coming brings.     I  think  it  is  the  world's  belief  to-day  that  the  hardships  undergone 
by  Thomas  and  Nancy  Lincoln,  and  later  by  their  son  Abraham,  heartened  the  Eman- 
cipator for  the  work  which  in  perspective  seemed  almost  impossible  of  accomplishment. 
He  overcame. 

It  seems  inevitable  that  v/hen  a  man  rises  to  greatness  from  humble  beginnings 
that  historians  in  order  to  make  his  accomplishments  seem  the  more  remarkable  are 
apt  to  drav/  too  dark  a  picture  of  the  conditions  of  the  childhood  of  him  whose  life 
they  are  portraying. 

There  have  been  those  to  speak  and  to  write  of  Thomas  Lii^coln,  Abraham's  father, 
as  a  man  of  whom  little  good  could  be  said.     Thomas  has  been  pictured  as  a  wastrel, 
but  investigation  in  the  spirit  of  fairness  to  him  has  shov/n,  I  think  conclusively, 
jthat  he  v;as  a  man  of  faith — one  who  did  his  duty  to  his  family  and  to  the  communi- 
ties in  which  he  lived. 


of  the  mothers  it  has  been  wittens     "A  great  raan  never  drew  his  infant  life 
from  a  purer  or  more  v/ornenly  bosom  than  her  ov/n." 

There  were  hardships  ^  privations  j  and  woi'se  than  priva.tions  probably j  in  the 
lives  of  the  members  of  Thomas  Lincoln's  family.     It  is  not  necessaryp  hov/ever,  to 
spread  abroad  untruths  about  the  characters  of  men  and  women  to  accentuate  the  great- 
ness of  their .of f-spring» 

;,In_one  sense  it  is  proper  to  say  that  from  this  Marriage  Temple  in  the  one- 
time wilderness  came  Abraham  Lincoln 5  born  though  he  was  elsev/here.     No  one  knows 
thr^t  from  this  assemblagej  from  these  eternal  hills  there  may  not  spring  one  day 
another  emancipator  who  will  guide  this  Nation  through  some  great  crisis.    May  not 
some  American  of  the  future^  cradled  in  scenes  like  thesej  save  this  country,  if 
unhappilyp  it  should  be  in  dire  danger  from  destructive  influences  either  from  v/ith- 
out  or  within? 

These  hillsj  these  lofty  peaks  where  strong  men  live  and  commune  with  God, 
where  fields  and  ke  the  love  of  freedom  instinctives  v/here  individual 

independence  thrives p  make  for  that  sanity  of  miind  which  condemns  class-conscious- 
ness 5  race  hatred  and  religious  bigotry.     It  is  in  lands  like  this  that  God  is  rec- 
ogniEed  as  the  Guardian  of  the  peoples  and  the  Director  of  the  destinies  of  nations; 
in  places  like  this  where  "every  man's  house  is  his  castlej"  even  though  it  be  but 
a  cabin  such  as  this. 

Our  country  will  be  free  and  our  people  united  so  long  as  the  principles  and 
precepts  of  the  pioneers  are  remembered  and  their  ideals  of  justice  are  preserved. 
The  Eternal  give  us  more  men  who  will  stand  for  God  and  Countryj  holding  firmly  to 
the  basic  conviction  that  "right  is  might  5"  men  who  are  willing  to  recognize  that 
the  humble  have  their  majesties 5  the  contrite  their  leaderships  and  the  just  their 
strength  of  ruling. 

Not  all  men  can  be  leaders,  but  any  man  with  a  properly  adjusted  sense  of  pro- 
portion and  with  a  proper  instinct  for  the  right  can  recognize  leadership  and  be  a 
willing  follower  when  once  he  has  assured  himself  that  its  goal  is  justice.  There 
are  those,  unhappilyj  who  have  not  such  a  sense  of  proportion,  and  it  is  these  that 
the  demagogue  makes  his  prey. 

It  is  the  demagogue  who  thinks  that  violence  of  language  makes  for  strength  of 
language.    He  persuades  with  a  noisy  tongue.    And  again  there  are  those  on  whom 
mere  sound  and  fury  seem  to  have  their  effect.    Education  has  advanced  rapidly  in 
this  country  for  many  years,  but  there  are  still  those  of  us  v/ho  seemingly  can  not  as 
yet  distinguish  between  the  real  and  the  sham.     The  mountebank  still  has  his  corner 
pulpit  and  still  draws  his  auditors.     AH  men  should  strive  to  be  able  to  distin- 
g'.-'ish  between  reason  and  unreason,  between  the  logical  and  the  illogical. 

In  the  meantime,  the  understanding  ones  ever  must  be  on  the  alert  to  meet 
falsehood  with  truth  and  glib  persuasion  v/ith  sound  answer.     No  demagogues  are  ever 
humanitarians,  ^.Ithough  their  all-time  attempts  are  to  persuade  their  hearers  that 
only  through  heed  to  thodr  words  can  happiness  come  to  the  human  family.    The  appli- 
cation of  that  sense  which  is  inherent  in  most  men  and  vromon — common  sense — should 
be  used  to  test  the  teachings  of  these  perverters  of  the  truth.    They  can  not  stand 
the  test  and  no  one  knovvs  it  better  than  he  who  uses  words  to  lead  astray.  His 
dependence  is  upon  the  glitter  of  his  speech,  not  only  to  attract  but  to  hold.  He 
is  a  self-seeker.     Have  none  of  him. 

The  child  born  to  the  parents  wedded  in  this  Marraige  Temple  was  never  a 
demagogue.    He  was  direct  and  logical.    His  persuading  tongue  v;as  the  tongue  of 
truth.    The  ruggedness  of  his  honesty,  the  simplicity  of  his  life,  his  courage  for 
the  right  and  his  masterfulness  in  the  fields  of  just  endeavor  were  in  part  the 
endowment  of  his  heritage  and  in  part  the  acqvirements  of  hand  and  head,  the  one 
ready  to  grasp  and  the  other  ready  to  retain.    Of  such  stuff  was  made  the  man  whose 
Virginia  parents  came  forth  from  that  doorway  a  century  and  a  quarter  ago  as  man 
and  wife. 


-  3 

From  NEiture's  lap  spring  men  vi^ho  place  their  country's  needs  above  selfishness, 
honor  above  gain,  and  freedom  above  truckling. 

This  is  the  hour  for  a  rebirth  of  patriotism  and  the  day  for  unselfish  service. 
It  is  the  time  for  a  rededication  to  Americanism.    No  better  place,  no  finer  setting 
can  be  found  than  this  for  a  renewal  of  our  faith  in  the  Almighty,  the  strengthening 
of  the  determination  that  destructive  forces  shall  not  prevail.    Those  v/ho  would 
^    have  us  adopt  strange  doctrines,  disruptive  of  all  we  hold  dear,  and  all  that  the 
fathers  held  dear,  preach  to  us  in  words  that  are  "sounding  brass  and  tinkling 
cymbals."    There  is  sound  but  no  substance.    They  mouth  of  nothingness. 

These  so-called  saviors  of  our  country  will  do  well  to  save  themselves  when 
Labor  stops  contributing  to  their  support.    Might  it  not  be  v;ell  to  suggest  to  them 
that  they  lay  aside  their  banners  and  their  trumpets  to  put  hand  to  some  implement 
of  honest  toil?    Bestructionism  has  no  place  in  the  land  of  Heart's  Desire. 

This  Marriage  Temple  was  the  scene  of  the  first  chapter  in  the  story  of  the 
ViTedded  life  of  Thomas  and  Nancy  Lincoln 5  the  greater  chapters  of  the  unfolding  tale 
were  written  by  their  son,  Abraham  Lincoln,  whose  memory  now  is  in  the  treasury  of 
humankind. 


